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interpose between him and his conscience, an outsider, no matter
how high-placed in spirituality he may appear to be. Those of your
followers who obey the voice of conscience in preference even to
your own instructions are loyal to you as truly as Prahlad was to
his father. Surely, your past life is a striking demonstration of the
truth of my remark. Is not every reformer an avowed law-breaker?

But I do not want to strive with you. I shall continue to think
of the Mrs. Besant whom from my youth I had come to regard
as a great and living illustration of fearlessness, courage and truth.

You have written your note in grief. You do not know what
greater grief you have caused and are causing to those who know
your services to India and who love you for them.

Should you want to see me, I am at your service. I have not a
free hour today. I am free only after 10 p.m. I am free tomorrow
morning.

Tours sincerely,

From a photostat : S.N. 6605

275.    TELEGRAM TO J. A. GUIDER
BOMBAY,
May IP, 1919
INMATES         OF         ASHRAM         HAVE         REFERRED          FOR         MY
ADVICE QUESTION OF THEIR HAVING TO IDENTIFY
THOSE WHOM THEY WERE TRYING PREVENT INCEN-
DIARISM. I HOPE YOU WILL NOT PRESS THEM FOR
IDENTIFICATION. THEY CANNOT CONSISTENTLY WITH ASHRAM
PRINCIPLES          GIVE EVIDENCE         AGAINST         PEOPLE.2         OUR
BUSINESS         IS         PROMOTE         GOODWILL         BETWEEN         RULERS
AND RULED AND PREVENT VIOLENCE WHEREVER WE
MAY FIND IT.         IT WILL BE BREACH OF         PRIVI-
LEGE FOR US GIVE EVIDENCE AGAINST PRISONERS
WHOM          WE          WERE          PREVENTING          FROM          COMMITTING
CRIMES.         I         WOULD          PLEAD         WITH         YOU         NOT         TO
DRAW         PUBLIC         ATTENTION         TO         OUR         PRINCIPLE         BY
FORCING MATTERS FOR I DO NOT DESIRE THAT
OUR         EXAMPLE         SHOULD         BE         COPIED         BY             THOSE
WHO         MAY         NOT         FOLLOW         WHOLE         OF         OUR         PLAN
1 The source has 12, but Cf- the following item.
2  Vide Appendix V.